


1972 Springtime Variety
1972 Holiday Fayre, 
1972 Showtime
1974 Jumping For Joy, 
1975 Festival Ding A Dong
1975 I Believe In Music
1976 Hop Scotch
1977 That’s Entertainment, 
1978 I Believe In Music 2
1979 Festival Showtime
1982 A Splash Of Summer
1984 Hollywood Fantasy
1985 Razzle Dazzle
1985 Pot Luck, 
1986 Hollywood Fantasy 2
1987 Junior Sparkle, 
1990 Gee It’s Great To Be Young
1990 Razzmatazz
1992 Over Here Again
1993 “21”, 
1994 Because They’re Young
1995 The 1945 Show, 
1996 It’s A Musical World
1996 Music Hall & Variety
1997 Silver Showtime
1997 Songs Like We Used To Sing, 
1998 End Of The Pier Show, 
1999 NODA Centenary Celebration
1999 Wish You Were Here
2001 2001: A Musical Odyssey, 
2001 Especially For You
2002 Magic Moments,
2003 Movie Magic
2004 Rhythm Of Summer,
2005 The Final Celebration
2006 That’s Entertainment,
2007 All Aboard
2008 Let Us Entertain You
2009 Summer Showtime
2012 A Toast Unto Her Majesty
2014 Toy Journey
2015 Music, Movies & Memories
2016 Fantastic Journey
2022 Thank You Very Much

1973 Robinson Crusoe
1973 Jack & The Beanstalk
1974 Robin Hood
1975 Cinderella
1976 Dick Whittington
1977 Aladdin
1978 Jack & The Beanstalk, 
1979 Robinson Crusoe
1980 Mother Goose
1981 Snow White & The 7 Dwarfs 
1982 Old King Cole
1983 Dick Whittington, 
1984 Humpty Dumpty
1985 Babes in The Wood, 
1986 Cinderella
1987 Aladdin
1988 Mother Goose, 
1989 Jack & The Beanstalk
1990 Sinbad, 
1991 Little Miss Muffet
1992 Snow White & The 7 Dwarfs
1993 Puss In Boots
1994 Cinderella, 
1995 Dick Whittington,
1996 Sleeping Beauty, 
1997 Little Red Riding Hood,
1998 Jack & The Beanstalk,
1999 Old Mother Hubbard,
2000 The Queen Of Hearts,
2001 Aladdin
2002 Babes In The Wood
2003 Cinderella
2004 Dick Whittington
2005 Sleeping Beauty, 
2006 Humpty Dumpty
2007 Little Red Riding Hood
2008 Aladdin
2009 Mother Goose
2010 Cinderella
2011 Snow White & The 7 Dwarfs
2012 Puss In Boots
2013 Jack & The Beanstalk
2014 Sleeping Beauty
2015 Aladdin
2016 Little Red Riding Hood
2017 Dick Whittington
2018 Cinderella
2019 Beauty & The Beast
2020 Robin Hood

PANTOMIMESSONG & DANCE SHOWS

1990 Stepping Out
1993 Farndale Avenue Murder
1995 Outside Edge
2021 Be My Baby

1981 Oliver
1983 The Wizard Of Oz
1987 My Fair Lady, 
1988 Annie Get Your Gun
1989 Hello Dolly
1989 Annie
1990 Carousel
1991 Oliver
1992 Grease, 
1994 South Pacific
1994 Half A Sixpence
1996 Fiddler On The Roof
1997 Oklahoma, 
1998 The King & I
2000 Camelot
2000 Annie
2002 Guys & Dolls
2006 The Wizard Of Oz
2008 Return To The Forbidden Planet
2010 Annie, 
2011 BLITZ!
2013 Anything Goes
2014 South Pacific
2016 Spamalot
2017 Oliver!
2019 Half A Sixpence

1985 Magic Of Christmas, 
1986 Magic Dreams Of Christmas
1987 So This Is Christmas
1988 Colours Of Christmas
1991 Christmas Cavalcade
1993 Christmas Presents
1995 A Christmas Cracker
1999 Christmas Is Coming
2004 The Christmas Show, 
2013 Merry Christmas Everyone
2018  A Christmas Tale

MUSICALS

CHRISTMAS SHOWS

PLAYS

VISIT US ON-LINE AT WWW.COF4.CO.UK

@COMPANYOF4 /THECOMPANYOFFOUR
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Welcome from our Chair… 
 
 
 

Lily Griffiths 
Good evening everyone and welcome to another Company 
of Four production, our second for our 50th anniversary 
year. We have spent the year celebrating with parties and 
performances and this play has slotted into our events 
calendar nicely.  
As a company we have swayed away from plays for quite 
some time, however, performing two such wonderful 
options within a year has opened our eyes to the potential 
of other plays in future.  
‘Goodnight Mister Tom’ is equal part uplifting and 
devastating, it has been an honour to be a part of its 
creation with personal involvement as assistant director, 
costume design and onstage. It has been delightful 
performing with such a wonderful cast.  
I’d like to extend my thanks to Oliver and his production 
team for getting this production on its feet. I’d also like to 
thank you, our audience, for being supportive of our 

wonderful company, and I hope The Company of Four can go on entertaining you all for generations 
to come. 
 
All the best 
Lily x  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This amateur production of “Goodnight Mister Tom” is presented by arrangement with 
Concord Theatricals Ltd. on behalf of Samuel French Ltd. www.concordtheatricals.co.uk 

 
The videotaping or making of electronic or other audio and/or visual recordings or streams of 

this production is strictly prohibited, a violation of United Kingdom Copyright, Designs and 
Patents Act 1988 and an actionable offense. 

 
 
 
 



Director – Oliver Fosker
Good evening everyone and a very warm welcome to the Seckford 
Theatre and the Company of Four’s production of ‘Goodnight Mister 
Tom’. It has been an absolute joy and pleasure for me to bring to the 
stage of Woodbridge, this fantastic play by David Wood, based on the 
novel by Michelle Morigan.

The film adaptation is probably the most well-known version of the three 
stories, featuring John Thaw and is a staple of bank holiday television. 
However, I fell in love with the play in 2016, when my future wife and I 
made a trip to London to see it in the West End. I knew then, that if I ever 
had the chance to direct a play, this would be the one to choose. It has 
everything, one minute you could be laughing and enjoying the frivolities 
and naiveties of childhood, to sobbing at the heart-breaking realities of 
war.

This production couldn’t have been possible without the help of some very dedicated and hard-working people 
behind the scenes, whom I must say a Thank You too. First off, my wife Vicky for putting up with everything 
‘Mister Tom’ over the last 6 months or so, and for helping in the background getting bits and pieces sorted. Next 
to Lily, who has not only assisted with the direction, but also given us the fantastic array of costumes you’ll 
see tonight. On to Allan, not only for assisting me and keeping very detailed notes of my direction (I never write 
anything down!) but his vision for the puppetry has also known no bounds for this production and I was thrilled 
when he agreed to create the stunning puppets that you’ll see on stage this evening. I would also like the thank 
the entire cast and crew for their dedication in realising my dreams and hopes for this production and lastly to 
you, our audience, for whom amateur theatre relies entirely on your support in everything we do. Enjoy the show!

Producer – Vicky Fosker
It’s been a pleasure producing Goodnight Mister Tom, and working with 
such a wonderful cast and production team. Everyone has worked really 
hard over the last few months, and I thank them for their dedication. I 
have also enjoyed working alongside my husband, and in giving 
my nephew Jacob, the opportunity to take some brilliant publicity 
photographs. I wish all the cast and crew lots of the luck for the 
run and hopes you, our audience enjoy the show.

Assistant Director – Allan Rogers
I was delighted to be asked by our Director to assist him with this 
production. During my 8 years with the company, I had become used 
to ‘being’ directed, and have found the process of ‘directing’ itself a 
fascinating process.

Oliver particularly tasked me with the design and creation of the puppets 
you see on stage, which was in itself a challenging, but also a delightful 
experience. I have enjoyed being very ‘hands on’ with supporting Oliver 
and the production team with auditions, rehearsals, set construction 
and anything else that needed doing. This production has been possible 
through the support of numerous members, working together as a team 
on stage and off, who all enjoy the thrill of community theatre. 

The recent pandemic was a devastating time for companies like ours, who had to cancel or reschedule performances, 
and we are so looking forward to getting back on stage with this fabulous show. And from the talent I have seen over 
the past few weeks, the company has a very secure future ahead indeed. I hope you very much enjoy this production 
of ‘Goonight Mister Tom’



Oliver Fosker

Vicky Fosker

Lily Griffiths, Allan Rogers

Sarah Wheatley

Adam Thorpe

Oliver Fosker

Oliver Fosker, Adam Thorpe,
Greg Warden, Allan Rogers, Geoff Jacobs
& Company of Four Workshop

Steve Snowden

Adam Thorpe, Ian O’Brien Baker,
David Wright, Sharon Wright

Adam Thorpe, Neville Woolnough,
Vicky Fosker, Lily Griffiths & Members

Mike Bullock & Mark Osbourne

Jon Spall

Oliver Fosker

Lily Griffiths

Vernon & Penny Burrows, Friends of the
Company of Four & members

Kathy Hilton

Ellen Widdup & The Satsuma Group

Oliver Fosker & Jacob Mitchell

Vicky Fosker & Oliver Fosker

Vicky Fosker, Adam Kearney, Alice Ward,
Louise Gibbs & Members

Director

Producer

Assistant Directors

Assisted by 

Stage Manager

Set Design

Scenery by

Engineer

Stage Crew

Properties

Lighting Design & Operation 

Sound Engineer

SFX

Costumes 

Front of House

Prompt

Publicity

Photography by

Programme Compiled by 

Child Licences & Chaperones

Rachel Edwards and the staff at The Seckford Theatre, Ellen Widdup and the Staff at Satsuma Group, 
The Riverside Theatre, The East Anglian Daily TImes, Richard Taylor of 493rd Bomb Group Museum, 
Masquerade Fancy Dress & Costume Hire – Stonham, anyone who has displayed an advertising 
banner/poster/leaflet & Everyone else who has helped in anyway during this production.

With special thanks to

Credits
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Operation Pied Piper… 
 
The evacuation of civilians in Britain during the Second World War was designed to protect people, 
especially children, from the risks associated with aerial bombing of cities by moving them to areas 
thought to be less at risk.  
 
The Government Evacuation Scheme was developed during the summer of 1938 by the Anderson 
Committee and implemented by the Ministry of Health. The country was divided into zones, classified 
as either "evacuation", "neutral", or "reception", with priority evacuees being moved from the major 
urban centres and billeted on the available private housing in more rural areas. Each zone covered 
roughly a third of the population, although several urban areas later bombed had not been classified 
for evacuation. In early 1939, the reception areas compiled lists of available housing. Space was 
found for about 2,000 people, and the government also constructed camps that provided a few 
thousand additional spaces. 
 
The government began to publicise its plan through the local authorities in summer 1939. The 
government had overestimated demand: only half of all school-aged children were moved from the 
urban areas instead of the expected 80%. There was enormous regional variation: as few as 15% of 
the children were evacuated from some urban areas, while over 60% of children were evacuated from 
Manchester, Belfast and Liverpool. The refusal of the central government to spend large sums on 
preparation also reduced the effectiveness of the plan. In the event, over 3,000,000 people were 
evacuated. Almost 3.75 million people were displaced, with around a third of the entire population 
experiencing some effects of the evacuation. In the first three days of official evacuation, 1.5 million 
people were moved: 827,000 children of school age; 524,000 mothers and young children (under 5); 
13,000 pregnant women; 70,000 disabled people and over 103,000 teachers and other 'helpers’. A lot 
of children were parted from their parents. Some strained areas took the children into local schools by 
adopting the First World War expedient of "double shift education" - taking twice as long but also 
doubling the number taught. The movement of teachers also meant that almost a million children 
staying home had no source of education. 
 
A second evacuation effort started during and after the fall of France. From 13 to 18 June 1940, 
around 100,000 children were evacuated (and in many cases re-evacuated). Efforts were made to 
remove the vulnerable from coastal towns in southern and eastern England facing German-controlled 
areas. By July, over 200,000 children had been moved; some towns in Kent and East Anglia 
evacuated over 40% of the population. Also, some 30,000 people arrived from continental Europe and 
from 20 to 24 June 25,000 people arrived from the Channel Islands.  
 
When the Blitz began in September 1940, there were clear grounds for evacuation. Free travel and 
billeting allowance were offered to those who made private arrangements. They were also given to 
children, the elderly, the disabled, pregnant women, the ill and those who had lost their homes (some 
250,000 in the first six weeks in London). By the combination of all the state and private efforts, 
London's population was reduced by almost 25%. As bombing affected more towns, "assisted private 
evacuation" was extended. However, not all evacuated children, mothers and teachers were safe in 
the areas to which they had been evacuated. Air raids, unexploded bombs, military vehicles, and 
military minefields posed risks to the evacuees wherever they were posted in the UK. 
 
London proved resilient to bombing despite the heavy bombardment. The destruction in the smaller 
towns was more likely to provoke panic and spontaneous evacuations. The number of official 
evacuees rose to a peak of 1.37 million by February 1941. By September, it stood at just over one 
million. By the end of 1943, there were just 350,000 people officially billeted. Still, the V-1 flying bomb 
attacks from June 1944 provoked another significant exodus from London. Up to 1.5 million people 
left by September – only 20% were "official" evacuees. 
 
From September 1944, the evacuation process was officially halted and reversed for most areas 
except for London and the east coast. Returning to London was not officially approved until June 
1945. In March 1946, the billeting scheme was ended, with 38,000 people still without homes. 
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In Rehearsals… 
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The 
 

Mister Tom Oakley –  
William Beech –  

Zach / Toad –  
Carrie / Ratty – 

Ginnie – 
George Fletcher –  

Sammy The Dog –  
Mrs Hartridge / Glad – 

Mr Hartridge/London Policman –  
Mrs Fletcher / Hospital Sister –  

Mr Miller / ARP Warden London –  
Miss Thorne / Hospital Nurse –  
Charlie Ruddles / Mr Stelton –  

Mrs Beech – 
Dr Little / Londoner – 

Miss Miller / Puppeteer/ Londoner – 
Vicar / Badger/ Ticket Inspector – 

Billeting Officer / Londoner / Social Worker –  
 

The  
Ellie Rose Davis 

Alfie Sheppard 
Autumn Townes 
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Cast 
 
Michael Richardson 
Nathan Hawes 
Kit Widdup 
Annabelle Ward 
Ellen Gibbs 
Violet Wheatley 
Samuel Earthroll 
Lily Griffiths 
Paul Moss 
Ellen Widdup 
Geoff Jacobs 
Sheree Driver 
Allan Rogers 
Sarah Wheatley 
Glenn Hurlock 
Georgia Moss 
Neville Woolnough 
Judith Bignell – Pepper 
 
Children 
Eva Duffy 
Kensi Stout 
Evelyn Wheatley 
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Michael Richardson – Mister Tom Oakley

Michael first joined The Company of Four way back in 1987 and has performed 
in many productions from Chorus line to character parts including many Dames. 
He played Emile De Beque in South Pacific in 1994, Tevye in Fiddler on the Roof 
in 1996 and is very much looking forward to performing in this evocative play and 
working with such a talented cast and team.

Nathan Hawes – William Beech

This is Nathan’s first proper stage show and is both scared and super excited. 
He is also very proud of his stepdad and stepsister who are also in the show. He 
enjoys running, drawing and watching TV. His favourite show is Miraculous and 
his favourite film is Coraline. He is a vegetarian and his favourite food is sweets.

Kit Widdup – Zach

Kit is 12 and is a relative newcomer to the stage. He has been in a few school 
productions and worked backstage on the recent Woodbridge School Production 
of Grease. He also dreams of one day teaching drama to secondary school pupils. 
Kit believes in trying absolutely everything you are given the opportunity to 
experience and has absolutely loved being part of this production – opening his 
eyes further to the possibility of a future in theatre!

Annabelle Ward – Carrie / Ratty

Annabelle is 11 years old and currently attends Farlingaye High School. She 
has always loved to Sing, Dance and Act, being in her first dance show at the 
Basildon Towngate theatre aged 4. Her first show with the Company of Four 
was the recent 50th Anniversary celebration ‘Thank You Very Much’. She has 
also performed locally with Dilly’s Dance School and Stagecoach Woodbridge. 
Annabelle also plays the saxophone, and her hobbies are reading and Art - she 
is currently into Terry Pratchet and Murder Mysteries!

Ellen Gibbs – Ginnie

Ellen is 9 years old and attends Benhall Primary School and enjoys family life 
at home in Eastbridge. She has appeared in previous productions, include, 
Chitty Chitty Bang Bang and Joseph & the Amazing Techincolor Dreamcoat 
(both with Lowestoft Players) and The Company of Four’s 50th anniversary 
summer production of Thank You Very Much. Ellen is very much looking forward 
to performing in the role of Ginnie and hopes you enjoy the production.

Violet Wheatley – George Fletcher

Violet is 11 years old and has just started Kesgrave High school. She joined the 
company in 2018 for Cinderella and hasn’t missed a show since. She attends 
Louise Kate Dance and PQA. She recently played Killer Queen in her school’s 
production of We Will Rock You and Elphaba in Enchanted Entertainment’s 
summer school production at the Regent.



Samuel Earthroll – Sammy the Dog

At 15 years old, this is Sam’s first production with The Company of Four. He attends 
Farlingaye High School, where he pursues his passion for drama and music. In year 
seven, he was cast as Oliver in the lower school production and more recently he 
played the part of Maurice in Beauty & The Beast. He is a lead singer in a band which 
regularly perform at Farlingaye’s mini fest. At the age of seven, he joined Stagecoach 
and performed in various productions at the Halesworth Cut, whilst also having the 
opportunity to appear as an extra in the film “Schools Out Forever”.

Lily Griffiths – Mrs Hartridge / Glad

Lily has been performing onstage with the Company of Four since 2005 and has 
performed in many musicals and pantomimes over the years. She is really enjoying 
delving into the world of plays. Lily left Suffolk for a few years to complete a BA(hons) 
in Drama and theatre and uses these skills to teach at the Theatre Emporium 
and Bury St Edmunds Stagecoach. She is enjoying the opportunity of playing 
two very different characters, the comedic Gladys and the softly spoken Mrs 
Hartridge opposite her dashing onstage husband Mr Hartridge.

Paul Moss – Mr Hartridge / Policeman

I’m proud to make my on-stage debut alongside my stepson Nathan and my 
daughter Georgia. I love musicals, my favourites being Les Miserable and The 
Rocky Horror Picture Show. I love my family above all else, but ITFC comes a 
close second! I also complete the odd triathlon mainly to compensate for my 
love of vegan junk food

Ellen Widdup – Mrs Fletcher / Hospital Sister

Ellen is 42 and last ‘tread the boards’ 25 years ago when in sixth form. During her 
school days she performed in all school productions and chose to study English 
at university – concentrating predominantly on her love of Shakespeare. She then 
went on to become an award-winning national newspaper journalist working at 
the Evening Standard, Daily Mail and the Telegraph before moving to Suffolk 
and starting PR and marketing company Satsuma Group – proud sponsor of 
the Company of Four.

Geoff Jacobs – Mr Miller / ARP Warden

Geoff Jacobs has been a member of the Company of Four since 1981, during 
which time he has written, directed, and performed in a large variety of their 
productions. He lives in Woodbridge, and both his wife and daughter have also 
shared the stage with him on several occasions, in what is a family orientated, 
talented and remarkable Company.

Sheree Driver – Miss Thorne / Hospital Nurse

Sheree started her love for acting whilst at school studying A Level drama. She 
first joined The Company of Four in 2021, in which she played a part in ‘Be my 
Baby’. She loves acting, doing anything creative and has a keen interest in helping 
people to recognise their potential. She works within children and young people’s 
services and aims to encourage young people to work through the challenges they 
face and follow their dreams. She hopes her journey is enough proof to anyone 
that it is never too late to get back into doing something which you enjoy and get a 
lot of fulfilment out of. She hopes to continue her involvement with the Company 
of Four for as long as her ability allows!



Allan Rogers – Charlie Ruddles / Mr Stelton

Allan joined the Company of Four in 2014. His first love is pantomime, and he has 
taken principal roles in many of our productions. He also wrote our last panto, the 
award winning ‘Robin Hood and the Babes in the Wood’. Allan also appears with 
other local companies, most recently in ‘The Vicar of Dibley’ with Henley Players. 
Allan is proud to be cast in this very moving show. He is also part of the production 
team, responsible for the design and creation of “Sammy”, who is a vital character 
in this story.

Sarah Wheatley – Mrs Beech

Sarah joined the Company in 1987 as a Tot and has performed in numerous shows 
since including playing Matron in the company’s last play Be My Baby. She has worked 
with other local companies, directing, choreographing and playing a range of roles. 
Particular favourites include Sally Bowles in Cabaret, Polly in Crazy for You, Helen in 
Half a Sixpence and Tzeitel and Chava in Fiddler on the Roof (different productions!). 
Sarah has enjoyed performing with her daughters Evelyn and Violet who are both in 
the play.

Glenn Hurlock – Dr Little / Londoner / Villager

Glenn joined FADS in Framlingham in 1986. Show highlights include playing 
opposite his future wife in Ayckbourns “Bedroom Farce”, and more recently 
playing Alan Bennett in “The Lady in the Van”. Glenn has also performed in 
three productions with The Deben Players. Other hobbies include attending 
classic car shows with his wife, in their Ford Zodiac. Glenn has enjoyed very 
much being a part of “Goodnight Mister Tom”.

Georgia Moss – Miss Miller / Villager / Londoner

Georgia is nervously excited about her stage debut, alongside her dad and 
stepbrother. She is following in her mum’s footsteps within the Company of 
Four. She is currently studying GCSE drama at Kesgrave High School and really 
enjoy musicals; her favourite is Phantom of the Opera. She loves her plants, 
reading and baking vegan cakes for my family, as well as her two cats Rosie 
and Buzz and Charlie our dog.

Neville Woolnough – The Vicar / Badger / Ticket Collector

This is Neville’s 28th years with the Company. He most recently appeared 
in the 50th Anniversary song and dance show. A ‘veteran’ of Panto, Neville 
has also taken on several major roles in various forms of productions with 
the Company, his most favourite role being the King in The King & I. He has 
worked with other local theatre groups and does enjoy being involved in 
plays, especially a good farce!

Judith Bignell-Pepper – Billeting Officer / Londoner / Social Worker

This is Judith’s first production with The Company of Four but has been 
involved with amateur theatre for many years, primarily with Grundisburgh 
Amateur Dramatics group. Judith lives in Grundisburgh with her husband 
Richard and is very much looking forward to taking part in this production 
and hopes to become a regular with the Company of Four in the future.
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Miss S Mann
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Mrs J Mitchell
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Mrs B Moss
Mr K & Mrs R Mower
Mr P & Mrs A Moyes
Mrs J Nunn
Mr I & Mrs A Nuttall
Mrs M A Page
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Mr S & Mrs V Pask
Christine Patey
Mrs J Peasey
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Mr A Pooley
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Mr D & Mrs D Powell
Mrs A Price
Mr R & Mrs S Ramsey
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Mrs J Ratcliff
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Mrs S Reddie
Mrs P Reeve
Mrs D Richardson
Mr M & Mrs J Richardson
Mrs V Riggs
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Mrs J Roper
Mr J & Mrs S Rowland
Mr G Rowland
Mrs J Salmon
Mr P & Mrs J Scarlett
Mrs G Scopes
Mrs E Scuffins
Mr I Silverwood
Mrs K Smith
Ruth Smith
Mr A Smith
Mr A F Soames
Mr J & Mrs D Stiff
Mr B & Mrs E Talbot
Mr B Thornton
Mr M & Mrs D Thorpe
Lorraine Traube
Ms Sue Verow
Mr P & Mrs M Ward
Mr G & Mrs C Warden
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Hello everyone, so soon after the production of “Thank 
you Very Much” at the Riverside Theatre in June, the 
Company are back at the Seckford Theatre; the last time 
was three years ago. This show is “Goodnight Mister 
Tom”, a quite well known film and live stage production 
which Producer Oliver Fosker has wanted to present to 
you, our audience(s) for some time.

In support, we the ‘Friends’, are carrying out ‘front 
of house’ duties, selling programmes, handing 
complimentary programmes to the ‘Friends 
Members’ and organising a fund-raising raffle.

We are in the process of finalising details for our 
next ‘Friends’ coach outing which will be a couple of 
weeks before Christmas when we will be going to see 

a Christmas show at West Cliff theatre, Clacton (after 
shopping) followed by a meal at The Brantham Bull.
Perhaps you would like to become a ‘Friend’ and if 
you do, you will receive newsletters which will keep 
you informed about forthcoming shows and events, 
receive a complimentary programme and will be 
invited to join us on outings to theatres and to various 
other popular venues.

The annual subscription to be a Member of ‘The 
Friends’ is still only £7.50pp and this goes to support 
the Company of Four in a variety of ways, whether it be 
direct financial support or by purchasing equipment, 
costumes, etc. For more information and an application 
form, please discuss with Members at ‘front-of-house’.
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2022 - A Celebratory 50 Golden Years… 
 
2022 marks the 50th Golden year of The Company of Four, and what a year we have had celebrating. 
We’ve had some ups and downs, but after the awful pandemic, we were glad to finally get back on 
stage and being a Company again. 

 
At the back end of 2021, the Company were fortunate to be 
paid a visit by Father Christmas and were only too pleased to 
help him out for a couple of nights in December, as he made 
his way around the streets, giving out sweets and good cheer 
to the children and residents of Woodbridge. This also gave 
us a great opportunity to hand out flyers for our upcoming 
pantomime that was scheduled for February half term. 
 

Sad news hit us in January, as the committee had to make the awful decision to cancel the 
pantomime. The decision was not taken lightly, but due to many factors, mainly the infection rate of 
Covid going back up and many members having to pull out, the hands were forced. Still...it only made 
us more determined to put on a special production for our 50th Birthday in the summer.  
 
The Company celebrated our 50th year in style, with a Gala 
Dinner evening at Ufford Park Hotel. What a fabulous evening 
we all had! Everyone was dressed to the absolute nines and 
looked incredible. The food was delicious, and the disco was a 
roaring success. The music, although ‘eclectic,’ suited us down 
to the ground and the dance floor was full all evening.  
 

 
The Company was also incredibly 
proud to win not one, but two 
awards at the Noda celebration and gala evening. First off was the 
2020/21 NODA award for Best Pantomime in District 12 for our production 
of "Robin Hood & The Babes in the Wood”. The second was a special 
award for being ‘Covid Warriors.’ This was in response to our creative 
efforts on the ‘Together We’ll Be Ok’ video, that was kindly organised and 

constructed by the Spallettes.  
 
Rehearsals for Thank You Very Much entered full swing at the back end of March, with 5 groups of 
singers and dancers rehearsing twice a week. It seemed strange but delightful to be back into the 
swing of things, something that we had all seemed to forget, after not having to rehearse for so long. 
Soon the production date in June was here, and with a last flurry of activity at our workshop in building 
and sorting scenery, we moved into The Riverside and ‘set up’ ready for the show. What a success! 
The Company of Four was back with a bang, bringing the ‘best of’ what the Company has done over 
the 50 years. The audience loved it, and what a thrill it was to be back treading the boards. 
 
The Company was also present at both the Kingston Park events in 2022. The first to celebrate the 
Queens Platinum Jubilee in June, with a small extract from the summer show to advertise, as well as 
raise our profile again after the long break. August also found us helping to celebrate the Centenary of 
the Woodbridge branch of the Royal British Legion. Both events were well organised, and the 
Company were excited to be part of both events.  
 

July bought hot weather and gave us 
more chances to celebrate our 
Golden Year. This time with a 
birthday BBQ bash at Bredfield 
Village Hall. As well as being joined 
by 50 or so of the ‘Friends’, it was 
fantastic to see so many ex-
members, as well as some of our 
latest member from the summer 
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production, who came to join in with the frivolities. We had some 
fantastic entertainment from The Spallettes, who gave us some 
wonderful singing with their close harmonies and 40s flavour and 
style. A game of rounders finished the afternoon off just wonderfully.  
 
Eight intrepid adventurers also headed off 
camping in a new event (well, one that hadn’t 
been done for around 30 years) for the 

Company. The camp site was duly chosen, and we headed off for a weekend 
of laughter, sunbathing and a few drinks with friends.  
 
In late July we headed into to auditions and rehearsals for this production of 
Goodnight Mister Tom, and as you will have seen from the pages of this programme and the talent on 
stage, what a wonderful production this has been to be part of. 
 

The beginning of 
September saw a coach 
load heading off to London 
to watch Beauty & The 
Beast at The London 
Palladium, starring our ex-
member, Gavin Lee. What a 
fabulous show it was, and 
what a wonderful time we all 
had on the day trip.  

 
Auditions for our pantomime Snow White followed a couple of 
weeks later and what a cast we shall have! The Company is very much looking forward to staging this 
production in February half term, again at The Riverside. It will now be third time lucky!  
 
We still have a couple more events planned for the rest of the year, with a quiz planned for November 
and another visit from Father Christmas planned, as well as starting rehearsals for Pantomime. 
 
It’s certainly been a busy year in the life of The Company of Four and we look forward to doing it all 
again next year! 
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